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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  l<nowiedge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Su"bject:  "Changing  the  calendar,"    Information  from  the  Weather  Bureau,  U.S.D.A, 


— ooOoo — 

Vacation  is  over^    Billy  returns  to  school  next  Monday*    Some  of  his 
playmates  v/ho  live  in  nearlDy  states  went  "back  to  school  the  day  after  Lahor 
bay.    Aleen's  older  "brother  will  "be  going  "back  to  college  around  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  the  month, 

"I  wonder  wliy  it  is,"  I  remarked  to  Uncle  Ebenezer,  "that  nobody  seams 
to  start  school  the  same  day  in  the  fall?    I  shcT:ad  think  it  would  l»e  so 
much  more  convenient  for  parents  if  schools  and  colleges  "began  and  end^  at  the 
same  time.    Then  we  dould  plan  vacations,  ajid  trips,  and  shopping  for  school 
outfits,  and  so  on." 

"YouH-e  said  it,"  answered  Unde  Ebenezer,  who  is  always  a  little 
slangy,  as  you  may  have  noticed.     "That's  what  the  people  think  who  are  trying 
to  change  the  calendar.    Not  specially  wi th  r  ef erence  to  schools,  "but  for  a 
great  many  "business  reasons." 

Which  reminds  me  that  I  was  going  to  talk  to  my  radj.o  friends  this 
month  aoout  the  proposed  new  calendar  of  thirtesn  months.    You  rememlier  I 
jFOld  you  that  Professor  Marvin,  who  is  chief  of  the  Weather  Bureau,  is  very 
much  interested  in  these  changes  "because  they  would  greatly  simplify  the  work 
of  his  scientists, 

I  '11  give  you  the  su"bstance  of  what  Professor  Marvin  told  me  about  the 
suggested  improvements. 

To  ^egin  with,  the  calendar  has  "been  changed  a  nun'oerof  times.  Our 
present  method  of  reckoning  time  o-ates  only  from  the  year  1S52»    England  was 
late  in  accepting  the  Gregorian  calendar,  esta"blished  l>y  Rome  in  15S2.  But 
in  1752  eleven  days  were  suppressed  to  make  the  calendar  agree  with  the  Gre- 
gorian year.     Septem"ber  3  "became  Septem"ber  lU.     'The  "beginning  of  the  year  was 
moved  to  January  1,  instead  of  "being  reckoned  from  March  25. 

As  short  a  time  ago  as  I923  the  orthodex  oriental  churchas  decided  to 
adopt  the  Eiitopean  calendar  and  dropped  thirteen  days  from  their  calendar.  As 
a  result,  for  the  first  time  in  330  years,  Christmas  and  Easternare  officially 
cele-Drated  by  all  nations  on  the  same  days  after  I923. 

The  reasons  for  the  changes  in  the  calendar  made  "by  Gregory  and  adopted 
by  England  and  the  eastern  churches  was  that  having  a  leap  year  once  in  every 
four  years  as  introduced  by  Julius  Caesar  added  one  day  too  many  to  the  reckoniig 
in  each  192S  years.      In  the  course  of  many  centuries  the  extra  days  thus  added 
caused  the  date  of  the  equinox  to  go  backward  in  the  calendar  toward  January 
and  in  the  time  of  Gregory  10  days  too  many  had  been  added.    The  mmber  increased 
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to  11  days  when  England  mad^  its  change  and  to  I3  dayg  when  the  change  was 
made  in  the  eastern  churches. 

Jot  some  time  now  the  Leag^de  of  Nations  has  had  a  committee  working 
on  the  matter  of  changing  our  present  calendar  to  make  it  more  convenient. 
The  inequality  of  our  months  under  the  present  system  guffects  almost  every 
angle  of  our  lives.    You  can*t  compare  Octoher  and  Fehruary  in  a  "business, 
nor  can  you  plan  a  family  "budget  that  will  fit  hoth  months.    The  fact  that 
interest  periods  vary  in  different  months  makes  "banking  And  other  financial 
computations  more  conplicat ed  thaJi  need  be.      A  great  many  kinds  of  statistics 
and  scientific  facts  wo^old  "be  easier  to  secure  and  to  use,  if  they  were  "based 
on  equal  periods  of  time. 

So  the  new  calendar  proposes  to  divide  the  year  into  thirteen  months 
of  exactly  twenty-eight  days  or  four  weeks  each.  It  has  "been  suggested  that  the 
day  left  over  at  the  end  of  the  year  could  "be  an  international  holide:?".,  called 
"^ear  Da:"",  or  something  similar.    It  could  "be  placed  "between  the  last  day  of 
the  old  year  which  would  lubways  he  a  Saturday,  and  the  first  of  the  new,  always 
a  S'onday. 

The  new  or  thirteen  month  might  very  ■  well  he  inserted  "between  June  and 
July.     Several  extra  days  would  he  available  at  thjit  season,  following  a  change 
from  our  present  division  of  the  months  to  a  2S~day  system.     "Sol",  to  indicate 
the  suo-^ier  solstice,  is  one  of  the  names  suggested  for  the  new  month.  Once 
in  fo-'or  years  it  woL^ld  he  necessary  to  have  a  "Leap  Yens  Da^"" ,  whj-ch  might 
he  made  an  extra  sunmer  holidji;,-,  falling  at  a  time  when  everybody  wo^old  welcome 
one  more  day  of  vacation  -  in  the  s-ommer  time,  after  the  2gth  day  of  June. 

Ebw  easily  we  could  all  s\7ing  into  this  new  system  of  re  droning  if  it 
could  he  started  when  January  first  falls  on  a  Sunda^%  as  it  does  in  1933  • 
It's  hardly  to  he  hoped,  however,  that  such  a  momentous  change  will  he  brought 
about  so  scon,  for,  to  be  effective,  it  must  be  used  by  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  simultaneously.    S  ome  01  onsii  are  not  read;;'  to  give  "sp  their  present  way 
of  reckoning.    But  it  has  proved  a  simple  matter  when  changes  have  been  made, 
as  in  1933j  to  adjust  people  to  them. 

lii/hat  a  comfort  it  would  be  to  know  that  one's  birthday."  or  wedding  anni- 
versary would  alwaj^s  come  on  Tuesday-,  or  that  spring  vacation  fra.i  every  school 
and  college  would  always  occur  on  a  fixed  day,  since  equal  weekly  and  csntholy 
periods  would  permit  us  to  have  equal  quarterly  divisions.'    Business  firms 
like  the  idea  of  a  qu^tor  consisting  of  exactly  13  weeics,  and  of  interest  and 
accounting  periods  that  are  comparable  for  any  two  m.onths  of  the  year.  It 
makes  a  difference  now  whether  we  get  our  pay  by  the  week  or  by  the  month,  or 
pay  o^or  rent  by  the  month  or  the  year.    Under  the  proposed  new  calendar, 
these  inequalities  would  be  ironed  cut. 

V*- 

Of  coYirse,   there  are  a  few  people  now  exi. sting  whoso  birthdays  fall  on 
the  ' 20th,  30th,  or  31st  of  the  month  by  present  reddening,  who  will  have  to 
learn  to  date  them  from  the  first,  second  or  third  of  the  f ollc.Ting.miOnth. 
Even  tills  slight  inconvenience  will  be  removed  in  another  gnneration,  and  a 
calendar  change  is  a  m.atter  affecting  all  time  as  far  as  it  can  new  be 
calcijlat  ed. 

The  ver'y  first  change  proposed  is  to  have  a  fixed  date  for  Easter, 
the  first  or  second  Sunda^^  in  April,  instead  of  changing  its  date  to  fit  the 
phases  of  the  moon.     There  has  boon  a  meeting  of  representatives  cf  many 


V 


R-HC 


-3- 


9-11-30 


different  chu]?Chos  for  the  purpose  of  considering  this  effort  to  put  Easter 
in  its  place  so  to  speak;  and  keep  it  ther^,     Tciq  present  method  of  setting  its 
date  is  fo^ond  in  the  Episcopal  prayer  "book  and  any  standard  dictionary.  "The 
first  Sunday  after  the  full  neon  which  hapt)Qns  upon  or  next  after  the  twenty- 
first  of  March,"  is  the  rule,  T7hich  of  course  indicates  that  the  spring  equinox 
is  the  starting  point  of  the  cal eolation. 

Dear  nej    All  n;>^  tine  used  wg  and  no  menus  or  recipes  for  today,  I'll 
just  mention  one  bulletin  -  a  "brand-new  one,  called  "Rabhit  Recipes."  Tomorrow 
I^^ll  tell  you  more  alDOut  it. 

Eriday:    How  to  Cook  the  Delicious  Domestic  Ra'chits* 
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